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A licence agreement is a binding contract
between your business and the photographer
relating to how their images will be used. A
licence agreement should include:

     Who is the licensor and licensee?

How is your business allowed to use the
images? This may include specifications
about the quantity, size, placement and
distribution of the image.
 

How is your business constrained from using
the images? The photographer may not
want the photo to be used in certain ways
e.g. for a social media post.
 

Does the photographer get a photo credit
wherever their image has been used?
 

What are the names and details of the
images to be used pursuant to the licence
agreement?

NOTE: This is a non-exhaustive list and in some
instances an assignment or services agreement
may be more appropriate.
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Engaging a professional photographer can be an important step in improving the quality of
marketing for your business and public perception of your brand. This infographic outlines the
main legal considerations in hiring a photographer for your business.

 1 .  T Y P E S  O F
P H O T O G R A P H Y

Most relevant for businesses
Used for marketing your products,
services or brand

Used for educational or informative
purposes e.g. for a magazine,
newspaper or blog

Relevant for photography businesses
Commissioned for a client’s personal
use e.g. wedding photos

Before hiring, businesses should have a
strong understanding of which type of
photography they desire.
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 2 .  C O P Y R I G H T
Copyright is a form of intellectual
property which attaches automatically
to a photo

The owner of copyright will have
exclusive rights to determine how the
photo can be used

Copyright is usually owned by the
photographer, but if the work is
commissioned for a private purpose
(e.g. wedding photos) the client may
retain copyright 

The owner of copyright should be
confirmed in a contractual agreement

3 .  L I C E N C E  A G R E E M E N T

If you would like assistance with drafting a
licence agreement or advice on intellectual
property, please contact Gladwin Legal at
info@gladwinlegal.com.au or 1300 033 934 


